ADVISORY BOARD 
Clinton Hill Neighborhood Council 
26 Shanley Avenue 
Newark 8, N. J. 


To all members: Minutes of meeting of sub-committee to study suggested 
Clinton Hill Community Redevelopment Corporation, held 
on October 7, 1960, at 26 Shanley Avenue. 


Present: George J. Brenn, President, Rev. L. B. Robinson, 
Rev. Herbert Messner, Stanley B. Winters, Arthur B. 
White, Albert Levinson, William L. Brach, Al Barkan 


The meeting opened at 2:20 p.m. with background information on the 
idea of a Redevelopment Corporation in Clinton Hill to attract new and 
better-grade business and bring in new especially middle-income housing. 
Rev. Stan Hallett has pushed the idea when he was still in the neigh- 
borhood; the council's Housing Committee in its annual report (1959-60) 
had urged such a step as a top neighborhood priority; the Advisory 
Board had discussed the idea, at the suggestion of the Council's 
Executive Committee, in September, 1960; and this sub-committee had been 
set up to study practical possibilities and report back to the Advisory 
Board on its findings. 


The discussion elicited the following ideas: Various types of 
efforts of this type have already been tried. Reports may be found 
in the Journal of Housing (January, 1960) and in the ACTION series 
of six books on rehabilitation. An effort should be made to get the 
ACTION books as they offer a sound guide to financing and planning any 
redevelopment action. 


The quality of business on Clinton Avenue is dropping, with small, 
low-quality stores continuing to move in. Better-grade businesses are 
finding it difficult to stay alive. Some effort should be made to 
attract new business, especially large-scale operations such as super- 
markets with adequate parking space. The big lot at 534 Clinton Avenue 
might be reconsidered as a logical site, although the Federal Government 
is viewing the big lot as a key element in the fulfillment of the Clin- 
ton Hill Urban Renewal Project (14-block area above Bergen Street). 


Creative thinking about the neighborhood should extend both east 
and west of the Renewal Area and should consider new possibilities such 
as spot clearance and removal of blighting influences. Such large- 
scale planning may be beyond the resources of a local group and should 
be coordinated with official planning. Long-range area planning should 
await publication in two-three months of Newark's 314 Neighborhood 
Planning Survey, to see what are its findings with respect to Clinton 
Hill. Cooperative housing is already in existence in Jersey City, 
East Orange, Linden, and New Brunswick. The state's Limited Dividend 
Housing Act offers moderate incentives to builders and investors and 
should be further explored. 


